There has been a controversial issue in phylogenetic relationships among animals, fungi, and plants. Before Whittaker and Margulis (1 ) classified the fungi as a separate kingdom in their five-kingdom classification, fungi traditionally had been considered more closely related to plants than to animals. With the determination of the primary structures of small subunit rRNA and the proteins like actin and α-tubulin in various organisms, these sequences have been used to make molecular trees. Most of these studies show that fungi and animals are sister groups (2-4).
